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This is a country known as Amberground, where night never ends. 


Its capital, Akatsuki, is illuminated by a man-made sun. The farther one 
strays from the capital, the weaker the light. The Yuusari region is cast in 
twilight; the Yodaka region survives only on pale moonlight. 


Letter Bee Gauche Suede and young Lag Seeing meet in Yodaka—a postal 
worker and the “letter” he must deliver. 


Gauche is the sole support for his young, wheelchair-bound sister, and 
Lag has been marked for delivery to an unfamiliar place after his mother 
is abducted by strange men. Each begins the journey burdened with his 
own sadness, but as they endure the rain and fog and fight off the gigantic 
metal insects known as Gaichuu, they forge a strong bond of friendship. 
At their journey’s end, they go their separate ways: Gauche is promoted to 
Akatsuki, where he can earn the money to cure his sister. Lag determines 
to become a Letter Bee like Gauche. 


Five years later, Lag sets out for Yuusari to take the Letter Bee exam 
On the way, he finds a strange young girl in a niche at the train station, 
marked for delivery with inadequate postage. Lag names her Niche and 


offers to deliver her. However, the recipient turns out to be the owner of 
a freakshow that plans on exhibiting Niche as the “Child of Maka.” Lag 
rushes to save her, but Niche has already escaped to the forest, where 
she encounters a Gaichuu. In the nick of time, Lag arrives and destroys 
the Gaichuu, winning Niche’s trust. And so Lag continues his journey with 
Niche as his trusty dingo. 
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LOVESOME 
DOWNS 
WITH YOU? ||. 


SEEMS 
LIKE HE 
LIKES YOU. 


YOU'RE 

JUST 

JOKING, 

HE'S RIGHT?! 
GOTA HEY LITTLE 
] RIENDLY GUY! WHAT 

ти. Е . FACE! КІМ? OF 


BET YOU 
CAN 
HEAR IT 
RINGING 
ALL THE 
WAY IN 
YUUSARI. 


Chapter 3: The Letter to Jiggy Pepper, Part One 


They 
had 
arrived 
in 
Kyrie... 


зу и зоб талы 


Lag and 
Niche 
approached 
the town 
that lay 
before 
Bifrost, 
the 
bridge to 
Yuusari. 


* -. 


After a 
full day’s 
journey 
from 
Rent 


Town... 


COME ON, 


TAKE THIS А њу ay 
LETTER TO i YOU'RE 
| Í A BEE, 
TOO! 


YOU KNOW 
I CAN'T 
AFFORD THE 
OKAY, | OUTRAGEOUSLY 
WHY FINE... EXPENSIVE 
ON'T POSTAGE! 
you 


JI66Y 
PEPPER 
SPECIALIZES 
4 IN EXPRESS 
DELIVERIES 
BETWEEN 
TOWNS. 


NURTURED 
WITH LOTS 


NURTURED 
WITH LOTS 


ROSS T 
BRIDGE EARLY 
TOMORKOW 
MORNING, I 
THINK WE'LL 


You 
- eM KNOW WHAT? 

HEY YOU! WE PUSHED 

YOU'RE PIP YOU ; OURSELVES 
CROSSING TUST SAY. HARD. LET'S 
я SPLURGE AND 

STAY AT AN 


THE 
BRIDGE?! 


IT'S 
PROBABLY 
SOME BLACK- 
MARKET FAKE, | 
ISN'T IT? | 


LETTER 


IFTHEY “М 

CATCH YOU 
те JUST А 
TEMPORARY 
PASS, BUT... 


/4 
7 LEAN 
^ И" ГМ НЕАРМЕ 
\ : ТСИ 
N X FOK ÀN 
v INTERVIEW. 
NN ГМ GOING 
TO BE A 
LETTER BEE! Á 


FOLLOW 
ME. Ги. 
TAKE YOU 
THERE. 


AST TOWN 
L W 
EB | ea 
ACTUALLY 
CROSS THE 
BRIDGE. 


WITHOUT 
ALROSSING КМ 
PASS, THIS | 
IS THE END | 
OF THE LINE. | 


PEOPLE 
CALL 
KYRIE 
“DEAD 
END.” 


EXPENSIVE 
HERE. 


OH... 
| 178 COZA 

| | BEL. ALTHOUGH 

| IWAS RAISED 
IN A PORT 

TOWN CALLED 

А CAMBEL LITUS... 


FEARLESS! 


A 
FRIEND WAS 
CONCERNED 

ABOUT ME 
TRAVELING 


WE WENT TO 
SEE THE 
LOVESOME 
DOWNS 
EXHIBITION. 


\ You 
| HEARE WHAT 
HE SAID! 
HE WANTS | 
EEE TO BUY YOU 
KNOWS WHAT 
HELL PO?! І 
207 WOKKIEP/ 


100 
PEKCENT 


I 


H 
UNT: / / 

IT'S TOO SABRINA. | 
DANGEROUS HT 
FOR A GIRL | 


777 
[N GOODBYES ARE 
ALWAYS SAP. 
BUT BEES USE 
PINGOS AS 
PECOY5 WHEN 
THEY FIGHT 
GAICHUL... 


A we 


^ mls = 
„Г (P гар us 
ER 20-4 
ic GR 
" : ы (ед 


YOU CAN'T PEOPLE 60 


JUDGE FOLKS this THEIK WHOLE 

HERE BY YOUK ISN'T LIVES NOT 

STANDARDS. APPRECIATING 
WHAT TH 


„АКЕ 
УОИ EVEN 
LISTENING? 


труоцво ¥ А ү 
NS THE KID 
AFTER HIM , i 7 HIPES OUT 


= IN THE 


i ; N \ CHURCH. 
смен. ZZ |) 


PROMISE 
YOU'LL COOK 
UP NICELY 
FOR ME? 


ANYWAY, 
IT'S TIME 
I SHOULD 
BE LEAVING... 


LISTEN 
UF, 
STEAK. 


NICHE GETS 
MAD, NICHE 
GETS 
HUNGRY. 


JUST A EXPECTING 
PIECE OF |ж Ney SOMETHING 


PAPER. | (У 党 MORE... 
1 £ 


"ET 
IT'S Ç 4 LWAS ys | 


IMPRESSIVE. 


CALL ME 
you 


FROM 


( 


і 
n 
lu 


NEVER SEE 
ANOTHER 


OPPORTUNITY 
LIKE THIS. 


A KID LIKE 
YOU SHOULD 
NEVER HAVE 
COME TO A 
FLACE LIKE 
THIS. YOUK 
MISTAKE. 


MAKING THE 
MOST OF IT. 
I'M CROSSING 
THAT BRIDGE! 


GOING TO 
YUUSARI... 


YOU CAN 
JUST RUN 
BACK HOME 
TO MOMMY! 


`] YOU EVEN 
=] KNOW WHAT 


ра 
— 


Т 
一 一 


yaa 


MY BROTHER 
POURED 


й HIS HEART 
BEES DON'T d INTO THIS 
CAKE ABOLIT 
LETTER. TWO 
PEOPLE LIKE US | YEARS LATER 
WHO CAN'T AFFORD AN , 


IT'S STILL 
NOW Ca Yau ИМРЕШМЕКЕР. 


GET IT? 


LETTER 
ТНЕУ МЕ BEE57 
АШ. SOLD |, | 
A THEIR HEART 
TO THE 
GOVERN- | 
vun HE WAS IN 


ALOT OF PAIN 
WHEN HE WKOTE 
THIS- 
PRACTICALLY 
ON HIS 
DEATHBED. 


HE HAD A 
CROSSING 


WANTS TO BE 
ANOTHER 
STUPID BEE! 


В msko | 
А HERE'S GOING | 
S TO YULISARI 


HE WANTS 
TO BEA 
LETTER BEE, 
JUST LIKE 
2126У DID! 


HE 
ABANDONED 
HIS TOWN 
AND HIS 
FRIENDS 
TO BECOME 
A LETTER 


2166У 
PEPPER! 


У s 


KILLED BY 
2166У 5 
BETRAYAL. 


THANKS 


MADE ME OF 
PROMISE PISAPPOINT- 
TO SEE HIS MENT ON 
LETTER HIS FACE... 
DELIVERED. 


4. „АМ 
< КЕСКЕТ 
МЕЦ 09 , 
DEATH! /- 


BOOKING, 
KYRIE. 

60 

yp 


LL 
И |ківнт, HHOO 
HARRY. -LAR 
LLO 


Niche ZYF 


In Western architecture, a hollow where the 
statue of the Virgin Mary or flowers are placed. 
It means “crevice” or “narrow space.” 


What 
they 


run-down 
town 
looked 
bright 
from 
behind 
Jiggy’s 


a shooting 


lost sight QM рак 2% stat. 
of his 


HE LEFT 


I HEARD 
EN IT STRAIGHT 
ы FROM MOC. 
SEEMS HE'D 


WITH THAT 
GOVERNMENT 
MAN WITH THE 


š (ў 
ГТ GLASSES. 
А OA 


HE 
ABANDONED Y 
THIS TOWN... 

АМР HE 
ABANDONED 
YOU. 


Part Two 
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"NICHE, 


4 MY 
|гопс“ PINGO 


IF I DON'T 
MAKE IT TO 
MY INTERVIEW 
IN YUUSARI, 
ГИ. NEVER 


CROSSING 
PASS 
BACK 

FIRST! 


* ..ANP THAT | 
MEANS 

YOU'LL NEVER 

BE MY DINGO, 


THIS ISNT 
THE TIME TO 
ASK HIM ABOUT 
BUYING THE 
CHILD OF МАКА... 
ТОО ВАР. 


I THINK 
THAT NELLI 


THE 
DOESN'T 
GATEKEEPER MATTER 


WON'T LET М 
HER PASS 
WITH JUST 

A CROSSING 


WHAT'RE 
you 
WRITING, 
NELLO? 


YOUR, 
REST... _ 


AND IT’S 
SO BIG, 
WHEN IT’S 
DONE, YOU 
AND I CAN 
USE IT TO 
KEEP OUT 


YOUR TIME 
WRITING 


BUT THE 
PAY'S GOOD, 
SO WE 
SHOULD 
BE FINE FOR 
A WHILE! 


DON'T TELL 
ANYONE, BU = > 


I EVEN MADE 2529 


A SECRET 
HIDEY HOLE 
WHERE WE 
CAN SNEAK 

IN TO SLEEP! 


MEE STILL союс 
B TO THE CON- 
STRUCTION 


GETTING № 
м 


Б 


E wen С» 
ME пи 3 


ГМ 
GOING 


EOINE TO LA WE TO МАЕ 
DELIVER ы HIM REAP 
NELLO'S : THIS | 
BROKEN | 24 LETTER! 


„То 
Е THAT Š 
р TRAITOR Ë 


WHERE’S 
THE 
BRIDGE? 


ALL 
INFORMATION 
REGARDING THOSE 
WHO CROSS THE 
BRIDGE 12 
CONTKOLLEP BY 
THE GOVERNMENT. 


иа . Y 
TAKEN A А A 


ИГУ THE BLUE ^ SIGNAL, 
Pec a Й ПЕНИ: COU |) SMOKE FROM THE 
АРЕ, т ГИ! WERE] “THIS BLACK GATE- 
Pru a СР QUARTZ PIPE KEEPER. 
YouA | Sem oe TH VERIFIES 


\ | hl THE IDENTITY | 
ge REN ОА oF THOSE | баж 


WHO COME (СІҢ 
~ NTO CROSS. /一 一 


THEREFORE, 
I AM FORCED 
I'M TO TAKE 

SURE YOU APPROPRIATE 
UNDER- 


UNDER THESE 
CONDITIONS, 
I CANNOT 
АССЕРТ YOUR 
CROSSING 


CIATED. хм 


U 
IN 


ad у 


GL << 
2 


V 


AX; 


ША 
DELIVER. 


НОРЕ... x 


JIGGY, YOU'RE 
THE KIND OF 
GUY WHO CHASES 


YOU'D ABANDON 
EVERYTHING FOR Б 


END INTO A 
STARTING 


POINT, IT'S. [Pa 
you. 


ALWAYS 
STAY 
COOL, 

JIGGY... 


AND ги, 
BECOME 


A MAN 
LIKE YOU! 


x 
„МУ = AND 


174 


Steak 27— + 


Adish in which а thick slab of meat 
or fish is grilled. 


Chapter 5: The Letter to Jiggy Pepper, Part 3 


JI66Y WENT 
AWAY, WAS 


HE NOULPNT 
BE AROUND 
TO PROTECT 


HOPING 
WITH ALL OF 
HIS HEART 

FOR YOUR 
HAPPINESS. 


WHO'D 
PROTECT WAS THE 
.. ONE... 


er 
СИЈА 
ү НА 
қ М 
4455 
T 


Y^ 
я 


ta hey 
2. 


Ја 
A y 


1 


ҢЫ 
ы” Lo 


HE WROTE 
THE ONLY 
PERSON HE 
KNEW HE 
COULD COUNT 
ON... 


8006757) O 


4 


y 


AS 
М А 
| N ІР 
7. 


A SHINDAN 
15 HEART, 
THE TRANSFORMED 


YOU CARRY S 

SPIRIT AMBER ||| SHINVANJUU INTO A BULLET 

IN YOUR EYE, x= | IS NOTHING ВУ THE POWER 
50 YOUR » Ай BUT А TOOL Я SPIRIT 


TO SHAPE AND 
(| FOCUS THAT 


WHOLE BODY aes 

5 com AN 

HI , 74 
Y | A 


< 
LE 


WHEN YOU 
TRAVEL AS 


APPEAR WHEN 
I TOUCHED 
THE LETTER? 


DIFFERENT, 
EVERY 
| SHINDAN 15 
THAT YOUR Ñ DIFFERENT. 
SHINDAN 


REVEALS THE 
HEART НІРРЕМ 
IN ALL THINGS. 


BU 
CERTAINLY THINGS. 
THOSE 


I'VE BEEN 
THINKING, 
JIGGY... 


THE 
CONSTRUCTION 
STARTED 
RIGHT AFTER 
WORK THERE, YOU LEFT, 
SO WE 
COULD BUY 
FOOD AND 
MEDICINE. 


A PLACE 
WHERE KIDS 
COULD LEARN 
TO READ 
AND WRITE... 
YOU SAID WHERE ТНЕУ 


IT WOULD COULD SLEEP 
TRANSFORM 


THE TOWN... 


THAT YOU 
WANTED TO 
BUILD A BIG 
CHURCH IN 

TOWN 
SOMEDAY... 


HE 
ABANDONED 
US FOR 
HIS OWN 
AMBITIONS, 


MAYBE YOUR 
POWERS LET 
YOU SEE HOW 
NELLO FELT 
WHEN HE 
WROTE THAT 


LETTER... 


CROSSING 


( YOU АМР 

AFTER 

ALL, you 60 ON. | THE SCARY 

STILL YUUSARI'S|. / / (| КІР ARE 

ы WAITING | “ PRETTY =! 

р | IBLE. / СУ 
FOR YOU. | YOU'RE NCREDIBLE T 
THE ONES 
WHO 

SHOULD BE 


ГР RATHER ТІР 
YOU DIDN'T 
USE МУ 017 X 


<}: 
К 


NAME, LARGO. |55 


HT. 
RS Е 
> N > Q 


(І 
App PIPNT 
THAT KNOW ABOUT THE 
TO HIS EITHER. Z SPIRIT AMBER 
| FILE, EMBEDDED IN 
WON N A HIS LEFT EYE. 
< «М 


50 THAT'S 
THE BOY, 
LAG SEEING, 
WHO WILL CROSS 
THE BRIDGE FOR 
THE LETTER BEE 
INTERVIEW. 


А BOY 
WHO CAN 
АМ? WHO CONTROL 
CARRIES THE 
THE POWER CHILD OF 
OF SPIRIT МАКА... 
AMBER 
INSIDE 
HIM. 


пауза = 

"ame = N WILL 
Bor N YOU BE 
~ = / NONEM RETURNINC 


UT DIREC ra TO THE 
“| DIRECTOR ~ = 
1 LLOYD? = BEEHIVE... 


.. Me 
% ^ TT ç 
i Ta | p WES 
ЯРА a Пя. ww! } ved 
- 4 ‘ge SSS] № А : i за 4 || + А ç 
i Ë N NT N UN 1 КЁ a 
LM. " E а | ај oig вм ix 
T dl ise За ОЩЕ. | 
irt Iur miUe URN a ee | 


WAIT A 
ME SECOND- 


YOURE 7 С 

GOING TO e ' 

SHOOT АТ | ~ У 
THE FNS 

CHURCH?! “> Z 


90 


SHINDAN CAN GUY WAS | 


S| Fil SURE НЕ PUT 
ALA HIS HEART 


..ТНЕМ ГМ 


INTO IT! 


REALLY РІ? БЕ 


IF 
2166У 


FUND THIS 
CHURCH xs 
HIMSELF... MM 


CORA 


NOTHING 
HAPPENED 


_& ij RIGHT? | 


Ек» = 
Y пе 


NEVER 
SPEAK 

IN THAT 

MANNER. -G= 


THIS 15 
CONTROL IT'S THE 


IT SHINDAN, 
BUSINESS K\ PROPERLY ISN'T IT? 
IN THE à 


FIRST 
PLACE! 


SWEAT! 


GAUCHE, 
THIS 
LETTER 
BEE 1 
KNOW. 


ALL HE 
WANTS 15 
FOR HIS 
SISTER TO 
BE HAPPY... 


HE WANTS 
TO BECOME 
THE HEAD BEE 
50 HE CAN 
AFFORD THE 
DOCTOR WHO 
CAN CURE HIS 
SISTER'S LEGS. 


HE DIDN'T 
WANT TO 
LEAVE HIS 


BECAUSE 
HE NEEDED 
TO PO 
EVERYTHING 
HE COULP 

TO HELP 
HER. 


I SAW 


WHAT WAS 
I KNOW 
. ІМ NELLO’S 
AN? JUST LIKE d HEART 
| GAUCHE... ABAD 


PERSON. 


...РОК THE 
SAKE OF 
PEOPLE 


..Т WONDER 
HOW HURT 
AND 
FRUSTRATED 
Гр FEEL. 


THEY ALL 
FOUGHT 20 


IF SHE MEFOR 
COULDN'T IT... 
CET HER 
HEAD OUT 

OF THE 


PAST... 


РОК NELLO, 


I 
PROMISE 
Ги. 
PELIVER 
IT TO YOU. Г; 


ALL THE 
MATERIALS 
FOR THE 
CHURCH 
CAME FROM 
EXCEPT | УОРАКА... 
РОК ТНЕ 
BELL. ІТ 


WAS 
DELIVERED 


GETTING IT 


EVEN IF 
YOU ARE A 
BEE, YOU'LL 
BE PAYIN’ IT 
OFF FOR THE 

REST OF 
YOUR LIFE! 


OUT ТО KYRIE 2 
ALONE WILL 
BANKRUPT 

you! 

BWAHAHA! 


BWAHAHA! 
WOULD YOU 
GET A LOAD 

OF THIS 


A BELL FOR 
THE BIGGEST 
CHURCH IN 


WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 
WITH A 
BELL THIS 


PEOPLE 
NEED 
SOMETHING 
TO LOOK 
UP TO. 


MAYBE 
THEY WON'T 
LIVE LIFE 
WITH THEIR 
FACES IN 
THE DIRT. /& 


SOMEDAY, 


MY 
DEAREST 
FRIENDS... 


МИ, 
РЕАСН ЧР 
AND CRAB 

A STAR. 


BROTHER 
WILL BE 
ALL RIGHT 


LITTLE INS 
we 


NR 
IN 


7 
8446! 


IF - HUH. 
IT'S  L./ LOOKS LIKE 


616, 


ALWAYS 
STAY COOL, 
JIGGY... 


МЕЦ. 
ВЕ RICHT 
BY YOUR 

SIDE, 
SHINING 
JUST AS 
BRIGHT. 


» ...FOR Fa ч. 
N| DELIVER- Ñ Ñ Z x Z 

UN ING MY š 

LETTEK. 


= 
PD 


22 


АИ N x 
SS ACG 1 
\ = At | 
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The first rough sketches of Niche and Steak. 


Beehi 


Chapter 6 


13 Nocturne Row, Central Yuusar 


PROCEED 
TO THE 


TOWER АМР 
| DESCEND 
THE STAIRS. 


ive, 


After 
parting ways 
with Nelli, 
Lag and his 
friends set 
out once 
more for 

Bifrost. 


Yuusari, 
the end 
of their 
grueling 
journey, 
is just 
steps away. 


= 
= 
= 
= 


STILLWORK E | 
MONEY FOR 


POSTAGE 
MYSELF. 


NOT GONNA | | | — 

LET JY WR 

BETHEONLY E IN? KUONON PO ON MY 
ONE LOOKING A ` cometo OWN. 
ALL COOL. 73 


WORK OUT... | 
62 Ш 


BECOME 
ALETTER 
BEE! 


had a 
young 
girl’s 
hand, 


IT'S THE 
HAND OF A 
HARD WORKER, 
LIKE AUNT 


small M 
SABRINA... N Атап pei 8 / 
ШКЕ МАМА... NS Š full of warm... 
Уҹ strength. ) > 


GUARDIAN 
-s| OFTHE |. 
X BRIDGE. |“. 


S 
<i 
117 


THIS 
IS IT! 
THE 
BRIDGE 
TO 
YUUSARI! 


“NICHE, 
МУ 
DINGO.” 


DON'T RUN! 

WALK 
CAREFULLY 

IN THE 

| you CENTER 

0. SO YOU 
DON'T FALL 

IN. 


THE TOF 
OF THE 
BRIDGE 
19 RIGHT 
AT THE 
WATER'S 
SURFACE 


“WALK 
CAREFULLY 
IN THE 


МУ” CENTER 50 
" YOU DON'T 
FALL IN”... 


YOU PLEASE 
HELP ME 
DURING MY 
INTERVIEW? 


' ЈИ 


> 
1 
ТЕТ 


ымын ВИН 
Fh ted і 


122 


BERN 


x 


NICE JOB 
DELIVERING 


ACTUALLY, 
CONNOR, 


ӨНЕ 9... 
МУ DINGO. Д 


pw" YOU'RE 
с LOOKIN’ 
E AT 

CENTRAL 
77, YUUSARI! 


I SAW 
A BRIEF 
GLIMPSE 
OF IT IN 


| GAUCHE'S 


HEART... 


YUUSARI'S 
REGIONAL 
GOVERNMENT 


15 THE BEEHIVE. 
THAT'S WHERE 


. AND I WANT 
TO TELL HER 
HOW HARD 
GAUCHE 15 
WORKING TO 
BE A HEAD 


BEE IN 
AKATSUKI. 


us ene она 
MAIN STREET, HERE IN 
NOCTURNE ROW. CENTRAL. 


LIVES HERE 
TOO, RIGHT? 


„АМ І 
iu TO TRAVELING 


KNOW WITH 
MORE GAUCHE... 


ABOUT 
HER... 


HEA 
QUARTERS. 


. BETTER 
KNOWN | 


зі 
та 
MN 
ni 
иш 


YOUR 
CLOTHES 


y7 


ЕДИ 


- < 


E 
! 


С 
NS 


>= 


HELLO! 


г IT'S NICE 
ВАЛЕ FRE A TO MEET 
CAMBEL — YOU! 
FO | Ir 

jas | 111) SEEING! 

INTERVIEW! (= 11: 


E. AT NICHE! 
\ Sy 


THANK ТЫЙ || 
YOU РОК ДУМ EN | AND 
GIVING < ` STEAK! 
ОРРОК- қ 

TUNITY! 2 


an 


PULL | 
YOURSELF 
TOGETHER!) | 


HALF-NAKEP 
PEASANT? 


_ | YOPAKA 
| TRASH! 


6000 FIRST 
IMPRESSION. 


ARIA V 
WOULPNT | 

KNOW 
ANYTHING 


PARDON 
THE 


1 
BROUGHT Ж 
ТНЕ ВОУ- / INTER- 


LAG "| RUPTION. 
SEEING. | ТА / 


WELCOME 
TO THE 
BEEHIVE. 


MY DEAR 
FRIENP- 


duum,  BEEHNE 
Жы Ben, LARGO 
BUT THAT LLOYD! 


SEEMS RATHER 


...BUT I 


WON'T LET 


50 
NICHE... 


SELLING 


|/ youvecot \ 
THAT YODAKA 


| TEACH YOU 


一 4 à tin | 4 4 
HowTo $ DEN 4 OS чин! 
F Y VN 

і 4 Жез INN ui 
: ИЗ \ \7 
| 


| АМР THIS 
15 RICHARD 


BEKTRATUS, 
ОК, AGE 13. 


THE ONE 
IN THE BACK 
15 MACKY 6, 
AGE 17, AND 

HIS DINGO. 


BONJORELLO 
THE 
SECOND! 


— 


SV. e 
4 4 > 1 
A ^ 
Y $ і : 
Жы à HX 1 е. <= 
4 G7 Е Ss = 
2 M ¿Ë 3 
| N 
WAN | 
E = = 
a 


<s 


2 
SS 


IT'S 
COMMON 


IRONTAIL < pu OnE 
LIZARDS ARE SIMPLY DON'T 
VALUED FOR NEVER BLAME MY 
THE SIZE OF APPROACHES RUBEMIUS. 
THEIR TAIL AN IRONTAIL IT'S YOUR... 
MACES. AS LIZARD FROM THING'S 
YOU CAN SEE, BEHIND. FAULT. 


RUBEMIUS 15 
OF THE 
HIGHEST 
GRADE. 


У UNLESS you 
WANT A TASTE 
OF ITS TALL, 
OF COURSE. DIP 
I MENTION IT 
ЇМ CAN PULVERIZE 
PA. ROCK? HEH 


TO THINK, 
YOU WANT TO 
BECOME A LETTER 


SUCH BEE, AND YOU 
UNSAVORY ONT EVEN 
DINGOES, KNOW THAT? 


o \ ITISTOLAUGH! 


NOW THAT 
ALL THREE 
CANDIDATES 


ARE HERE... | 


АМР 
APTITUDE 


Day А | | / 

25 ДЕР 

Ry 六 | £ INTERVIEW 
H / 


IMMEDIATELY Ñ YOL WILL 
AFTER THIS, | "МІ EACH BE 
HEAD for THE ІШЕ: GIVEN A 
POINT MARKED ON = ЕЛ 
THE MAP. YOU = FB nemo 
MUST ARRIVE ВУ | 7 -| TO DELIVER 
1700 HOURS 5] ЧІ | 
TO RECEIVE i 
YOUR PACKAGE. /| 


MOTHER 
BOUGHT ME 
A LUXURIOUS 
TWO-HORSE 
CARRIAGE 
BEFORE I 
CAME HERE. 


` what with 


her and tails? | 


ЗТЕАК 2 
TASTIER 


ANYWAY. 


DINGO NICHE 
AREN'T 15 STRONGER 
YOU HAPPY, THAN HIS 
LAG? PINGO. 


YOU KNOW, 

I PON'T THINK 
THIS WILL 
TASTE 6007 
NO MATTER 
HOW WE COOK IT. 
HOW ABOUT WE 
GIVE IT TO 

CONNOR? A 


On the 
western 
edge of 
Central 


..stand 
the 
Marble 
Blanket 


Apartments. 


WE PICK 
UP THE 
LETTER FOR 
OUR TEST 


HERE, NICHE. 


LOOKS 
LIKE А 
| LOSER. 


ALL RIGHT, 
MIRURIRU 


ТФИКИКАКИ, 
GIVE THEM 


YOUR 
LETTERS. 


IN ORPER — 


TO TEST YOUR THEY'VE 27,1 GIRLS ARE 
CAPABILITY, WE OFFERED TO ORDINARY 
USE REAL HELP US WITH |, CITIZENS. 
LETTERS IMBUED 1 E: Bic l 
HIT АА THE COST OF 
POSTAGE. 


а don’t 
Vos. want to, 
Surukəru/ 


OBJECTIVE 
15 SIMPLE: 
TAKE THIS 
...АМР LETTER... 
DELIVER 
IT TO THE 
PROPER 
ADDRESS. 


Ç THE 
) У ER | DELIVERY 
4 Le POINT FOR 
Тощи of THESE 
LETTERS Is 
y YOUR ROUTE HILL, ON THE 
ІЗ MARKED ON 
WESTERN 
THE SECOND МАР ||| WESTERN. 
foi RECEIVED ~ 
Т THE BEEHIVE, 
WITH ONE EAICHI PYYHUSARI. | 
INFEST ATION 


POINT 
HIGHLIGHTED. 


TO MAKE THE AN 
DELIVERY. / 


q 
...FLEASE 
CHOOSE ONE 
GEM AND ONE 
WEAPON. 


SHINPAN JULI 
AND THE 


D 
UNLESS YOU 
USE YOUR 
SHINDAN TO 
MAKE YOUR 
HEART 

KESONATE 
WITHIN THEIK 
BODIES. 


SHOULINT 
TAKE MORE 
THAN FOUR 

OR FIVE 
HOURS TO 
COVER THAT 
PISTANCE, 


IM GON 
И 
ФАГ ШИ \ м 


uM, 
ACTUALLY, 
THAT'S 
ALL RIGHT. 


DELIVER 
YOUR LETTER! 
YOU'VE СОТ 
NOTHING 
TO WORRY 
// ABOUT, 
ATSURUPIKA! 


HAVE BEEN 
INTERVIEWING 
IN ORDER SINCE THE TENTH 
FIFTY-SEVEN 
TO ENSURE A м OF THOSE ug ы 
BASELINE OF APPLICANTS GROUPS HAVE 
SAFETY FOR ALL Neale WAY. FAILED. 
EHE e 
OBSERVERS INVOLVED IN 


TO HALT THE 
EXAM. 
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DELIVERING 
REAL 
LETTERS. 


TREAT 
THEM WITH 
RESPECT, 
АМ РО 
YOUR BEST. 


MRS. 
SORUKARU MORRIS, 
7519 RASPBERRY 
HILL, YUUSARI 
WEST 6217. 


BOTH GOING 
TO THE SAME 
ADDRESS... 


WEREN'T 


THEY'RE NOT MAN, 


you 
GOING TO STOP "m DID WE 
LOOKING UNTIL Tr EVER LUCK 
THEY FIND GROUPS our! 
SOMEONE WHO FAILED! 


CAN PASS 
THE EXAM! 


WHY ELSE WOULD 
THEY BOTHER 
WITH SOME 
BACKWOODS KID 
FROM YODAKA? 


HA! IT'S COOL, 
THOUGH. I'M FROM 
A SMALL TOWN 
ON THE EASTERN 
EDGE OF УЏИФАК!. 


BET IT'S 

so ТНЕФАМЕ 
LET'S FOR YOU. 
JUST 
GIVE IT 

OUR BEST 


I KNOW WHAT 
IT'S LIKE COMING 
FROM А SMALL 
TOWN. YOU CAN'T 
60 BACK A 
FAILURE, RIGHT? 


Й SEE THAT 
HE DOESN'T 
А GET KILLED, 


WASIOLKA! 


| 


REJIA! 


DINGO RAN 
T OFF AGES 
TROUBLE WITH 
THESE 
SECOND-RATE 24 
APPLICANTS. 


CANT TAKE 
THIS THING 
DOWN! 


bar 
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2 
xi 
"i 


FRAGMENTS — 
OF MY OWN) 


| ...CARRY 


THE 
BULLETS 
THIS GUN 
FIRES... 


~ 


РЕ 


ZA 


THIS MUP 
15 66055 


I GUESS 
WE ONLY 
DOES HIT THE 
THAT MEAN UPPER 
THE REST | SEGMENT. 
ESCAPED? 


WHAT | 

15 THE 
MEANING 
4 y OF THIS?! 


COVERED 
WITH MUD! 


D б 
NO 
2 > 


ІІ) 
al 
WA 


ДА 


AND HE 
VID IT 
WITHOUT YOU. 
KUlNINs 
MY 
LETTER! 


PLEASE 
TAKE THIS j 
COMPLIMENTARY BE 
STAMP SET AS : KIND, 
A TOKEN OF OUR || ЗЕ MRS. 
APPRECIATION. A ФАУ | MORRIS 


IT'5 QUITE © 
VALUABLE. / - 


PLEASE 
ACCEPT MY 
APOLOGIES. 
THANK YOU 
FOR VOLUN- 

TEERING. 


I'M ZAZIE, 
THE 
OBSERVER 
FOR THIS 
LETTER BEE 


READ 
YOUR 


HEART 
тнє HIDDEN 
2225 WITHIN 

THINGS, 
MEMO RIGHT? 
50. 


SEEING. 


= 
">. 
SER: 
Musik 
SI 
bese 
<< 
x) 


THAT 
&AICHUU 
WILL STAY 
QUIET FOR 
A WHILE. 


TOOK ME A 
5017 WEEK 
TO GET 


HEH! 
CONNOR 
TOOK A 

WHOLE 
MONTH! 


RECORD 
TIME? V 


.. YOU'RE 
PRETTY 
MUCH AT 
THE TOP. 


] HOW GAUCHE 
| SUEDE ISN'T 
EVEN A BEE 
ANYMORE... 


«BUT 
AFTER THE 
WAY YOU 
HANDLED 
YOURSELF, 
YOU'LL GET 
THE JOB. 


IPON'T 
MAKE THE 
FINAL 
PELISION- 
THAT'S ИР 


YOUR 
DELIVERY 
WAS JUST 
AS 6007 
AS THE 
RECORD 
HOLDER. 


= 


ЈУ | Fs 
THE LETTER Ўч RERRERKCTHE а RE 
к £ "w 
\ Жы 


I am Dr Thunderland, presumably. “Presumably?” you say? 


Well, I’ve yet to make a proper appearance in the series, 
and I’m beginning to get a bad feeling about this. 


But no! | must have faith. I’m sure that, soon enough, | shall 
be a regular, like Gauche Suede. Oh, you must believe! Everyone 
out there in the galaxy, grant me just a bit of your strength! 


Now then, | work at the Beehive in Yuusari, spending my days researching 
all manner of things. Presumably. For this lesson, Ра like to review 
the information I’ve compiled about this world and its circumstances. 


Not in any particular order, mind you. It's all such a bother, really. 
Such a bother. | mean, Рт not even in this series. Yet. 


Ш THE TOWN OF KYRIE 

Kyrie comes from Greek, meaning pity or com- 
passion. It also appears in the first chorus of the 
Ordinary of the Mass: "Kyrie eleison," meaning 
"Lord, have mercy." 


Ш BIFROST 

This bridge connects Yodaka to Yuusari. Very 
few people qualify to cross this bridge. A Cross- 
ing Pass is required to do so, and the govern- 
ment thoroughly investigates every applicant. 
The gatekeeper twins, Signal and Signales, use 
Spirit Amber in their pipes to produce a peculiar 
smoke that verifies the identities of the crossers. 
| wonder how they do it. And how long have they 
been the gatekeepers? They seem to have some 
former connection to the Director. Or maybe not. 


nb: In Norse mythology, Bifrost is the rainbow 
bridge that links the human world with the realm 
of the gods. If you cross it, your wishes will 
come true. 


nb: Bifrost's guardian Allonsy is named after the 
French expression allons-y, meaning "let's go." 


Ш EXPRESS DELIVERY BEE 

Just like in the formation of a Shindan, Jiggy 
Pepper uses the power of the Spirit Amber to 
catalyze his heart into fuel to power his steel 
horse. He is the only Express Delivery Bee. The 
drain on his heart must be incredible! He built 
his endurance in Kyrie, where he grew up an 
orphan. His perseverance and resilience gave 
him a rugged manliness that belies his age. 
Jiggy is essential to the Beehive because of his 
high-speed deliveries. His dingo, the bird of prey 
Harry, can convey messages by air. Harry also 
helps Jiggy navigate. Jiggy's so cool. Reminds 
me of a young me, really. 


№ THE EMPRESS: ORGANIZED RELIGION 
Amberground is ruled by the Empress, who 
"inherited the blood of gods." She is the most 
exalted figure in this region, the highest member 
of the church. You could say she embodies the 
religion itself. Icons of the Empress appear in 
churches and classrooms. РИ talk more about 
the Empress in the future. 


№ CENTRAL YUUSARI 
A large walled town that is the heart of Yuusari, 
even though it is actually quite close to Yodaka. 


Ш NOCTURNE ROW 

The main street in Central Yuusari. You can find 
many craftsmen here, from cartographers to 
blacksmiths, as well as the bakery/arms dealer- 
ship, Sinners. The curious cigarette that Director 
Lloyd chews on but never seems to light comes 
from the Pink Elephant Pharmacy. You can find 
anything you want on Nocturne Row. 


W BEEHIVE, 13 NOCTURNE ROW 

Facing Nocturne Row, this is the only post office 
serving both Yuusari and Yodaka. It's the main 
headquarters for the Letter Bees. Many civil 
servants work here, as do I, presumably. This 
facility stores most of the equipment common to 
Letter Bees. 


As you saw from Nelli’s difficulties sending her 
little brother's letter, the postage rates here are 
prohibitively high. It's not unreasonable—Letter 
Bees risk their lives to make deliveries. The rate 
jacks up as soon as you hit the Bifrost Bridge. 
The delivery distance and cargo weight also 
affect the price. | continued on page 190] 


When Gauche Suede delivered Lag Seeing from 
Coza Bel to Cambel Litus at the western tip 
of Yodaka, that was unbelievably expensive. | 
wonder who paid that postage. There are a few 
private postal services, but they add their own 
service fees, so whether you’re sending a let- 
ter or signing for one, the Beehive is the most 
affordable way to go. 


Ш RASPBERRY HILL 

True to its name, Raspberry Hill is both sweet 
and sour. The soil has a nasty taste. There must 
be another way back to town. Either that, or that 
old woman is stronger than any Gaichuu along 
the way. 


nb: Macky G’s name comes from McKay shoes, 
one of the early specimens of machine-produced 
footwear sold during the U.S. Civil War. They 
were vulnerable to rain and didn’t hold up for 
long-distance walking. 


Route Map 


Finally, I'm including a map 
created by the lovely people 
at the Lonely Goatherd Map 
Station in Central Yuusari. 


A: Akatsuki В: Yuusari С: Yodaka 


(1) KYRIE 


Also known as the Dead Епа 


(2) BIFROST GATE (YODAKA) 
Gatekeeper Signal and Allonsy 


(3) BIFROST BRIDGE 


(4) BIFROST GATE (YUUSARI) 
Gatekeeper Signales 


(5) BEL CANTO DRIVE (carriage road) 


© CENTRAL YUUSARI 


(7) RASPBERRY HILL 
Live Gaichuu: Guren Keys 


TOWN OF RASPBERRY HILL 
Mrs. Sorukaru Morris’s House 


How was this lesson? Not tedious? Is anyone actually reading all of this? And 
while I’m at it, am...ahem...am І ever going to make an appearance? Hm? Yes? 


Тєгат Васи 


КЕТТ ЕВ 


\оште 2 
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